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Imam Ibn Khuzaymat (li àl 40.5) said: 


Some of the Jahmiyyah claimed that the meaning of the statement "Allah created Adam with 
His own two hands" means with His power, and they claimed that the term "hand" means 
power. This is a distortion of the Arabic language, and the Arabic term for power is "ayd", not 
"yad". Whoever cannot differentiate between "yad" and "ayd" is in greater need of education 
than engaging in discussion and debate. 


Allah Almighty has informed us that He created the heavens with His hands, and the term 
used here is "yad". If Allah had created Adam with His hands in the same way He created 
the heavens without specifying the hands, there would be no reason to address Satan by 
saying: 


Allah asked, “O Iblis! What prevented you from prostrating to what | created with My Own 
Hands?...” 
[Quran 38:75] 


Undoubtedly, Allah Almighty created Satan, the cursed one, with His power, which means 
that Satan was strong in relation to his creation. So what does it mean when these people 
say, "What prevented you from prostrating to what | created with My Own Hands?" [Quran 
38:75], while they deny the use of this term for Allah's creation of mosquitoes, ants, and 
every other creature that He created with His hands and power. 


*“*TKitab at-Tawhid by Ibn Khuzaymah | 1/199]*** 


And it was explained as corrupted by saying, ‘And the sky He built it with hands.’ They 
asserted that 'hands' signify strength, thus the intended meaning of His statement should be: 
‘With my own power.' They were told: This interpretation is far-fetched and not acceptable. 
Regarding 'hands,' because one view suggests that 'hands' is not the plural of 'hand,’ which 
signifies blessings. Rather, Allah Almighty says: 'For what | have created with My own 
hands." Hence, it contradicts the meaning of 'with My own power.' This contradicts our 
viewpoint and challenges their doctrine since they do not acknowledge two powers, so how 
can they affirm two hands? 


Furthermore, if Allah Almighty had meant by saying, 'For what | have created with My own 
hands,’ to refer to power, there would be no distinction for Adam, peace be upon him, over 
Satan in this regard. Allah Almighty intended to demonstrate Adam's superiority over Satan 
by creating Adam with His own hands, unlike Satan. If Allah had created Satan with His 
hands as He did with Adam, there would be no advantage in that, and Satan would have 
argued against his Lord: 'You created me with Your hands just as You created Adam with 
them.' Thus, when Allah Almighty intended to distinguish Adam in this manner, He rebuked 
Satan for his arrogance towards Adam, commanding him to prostrate to Adam." 


Al lbanah An Usool Ad Deen By Abu Hasan Al Ashari Page 58 


y wv 


Std srs 


> - 
Sj .<— s 
O~ ULFah 
a AN ja yy 
OP ES 
Morii 
ipul n ed ġa Lal SN LS 
d gs ka (Y) d ye ki (5) Olja 
+6424 (P) TETEE S) 
„diaa j(t) 
„5:26 j (0) 
D i ie ged ow L (4) — 
Y: (Y) 
„Jrs je 326 565(A) 
dey je 564 (ama) wos 
Bl ces 5 (Vote) aA Aaz 
„ál ges j(i) Eer ail 


-y 


It should be said to them, “Why did you assert that if the hand is not a favor, then it must be 
a limb?” If [in their response] they refer us to our empirical experience or to that which we 
witness in the creations and they say, “If the hand in that is not a favor, then it is a limb,” it 
would be said to them, “If you infer from the empirical experience and judge Allah (the 
Exalted) on its basis, so likewise, we have not found a living being among the creations 
except that it is of flesh and blood, so affirm that for Allah (Exalted is He above that), 
otherwise, you would have abandoned your proposition and refuted your own argument. If 
you, instead, affirm (that God is) a living being not like any other living beings among us, 
then why do you deny that the two hands that Allah (the Exalted) has mentioned are neither 
favors nor limbs, and are unlike all other hands? 


Abu al-Hassan ‘Ali ibn Isma‘eel al-Ash‘ari, al-lbanah ‘an Usool al-Diyanah, Cairo: Dar 
al-Ansar PAGE 136 

Narrated by Abu Bakr ibn Abi Dawud who said: Muhammad ibn 'Abbad ibn Adam narrated to 
us, he said: Bakr ibn Sulayman al-Usayri narrated to us, from Muhammad ibn Ishaq who 
said: | heard Muhammad ibn Ka'b, who narrated: "That Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has 
not touched [anything] with His Hand except three things: Adam, peace be upon him, and 
the Torah, for indeed He wrote it with His Hand for Moses, and the Tuba tree in Paradise 
which Allah planted with His hand. There is no room in Paradise except that it contains 
branches from it, and it is the one about which Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, said: 'Those 
who believe and do righteous deeds - for them is Tuba and a good return.’ (Quran 
13:29).(3)" 


Narrated by Ja'far ibn Muhammad as-Sandali who said: Zuhayr ibn Muhammad al-Marwazi 
narrated to us, he said: Muhammad ibn al-Minhaal ad-Dareer narrated to us, he said: Yazid 


ibn Zuray' narrated to us, he said: Sa'id ibn Abi 'Aroobah narrated to us, from Qatadah, from 
Anas, that Ka'b al-Ahbar said: "Verily, Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has not touched 
anything with His hand except three things: He created Adam with His hand, He wrote the 
Torah with His hand, and He planted Paradise with His hand." Then he said: "Recite:" So 
she (the narrator) recited: "Certainly will the believers have succeeded.” (Quran 23:1) (4) 


Footnotes: 

(1) Sahih 

(2) Sahih except for Hakeem bin Jabir, and he was a tabi'ee. Our shaykh authenticated it in 
Mukhtasar al-Uluww (p.130). 

(3) Hasan, and it is from the Isra'eeliyaat. 

(4) Sahih. Our shaykh authenticated it in Mukhtasar al Uluww (p.130) 


Source: al-Shar? ah lil-Ajurri hadith no. 756-759, p. 294-295 
Allah's Hands 


“They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of 
Resurrection the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be 
rolled up in His Right Hand. Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as 
partners with Him!” (Az-Zumar 39:67) 


“And the Jews said: ‘The Hand of Allah is tied.’ Their hands are tied and they are cursed due 
to what they said. Rather His two Hands are far outstrethced. He spends (from His bounty) 
however He wants.” (Al-Maidah 5:64) 


“Verily those who pledge alliegiance to you, they are verily pledging alliegiance to Allah. The 
Hand of Allah is above their hands. Then whoever breaches (his alliegiance and promise to 
Allah), he has verily breached against himself.” (Al-Fath 48:10) 


“Allah asked, ‘O Iblis! What prevented you from prostrating to what | created with My Own 
Hands? Did you ‘just’ become proud? Or have you always been arrogant?” [Sad 38:75] 


Mujahid narrated that Ibn “Umar (4 ail œ) Said: 


“Allah (2) created four things with His own Hand: the Throne, the Gardens of Eden, the 
Pen, and Adam (œl ule). Then, He said to the rest of creation, ‘Be’ and it was.” 


[Kitab Ash-Shari ah with a Sahth isnad (2/158), Tafsir At-Tabari (20/145), Al-lbanah Al-Kubra 
(2/510), Sharh ‘Usdl I'tiqad Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al-Jama‘ah (1/513), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala 
Sahthin (4/271), Naqd Al-lmam Ad-Darimt ‘Ala Al-Marist Al-Jahmt (Pages 93-94), Kitab 
Al-'Azamah (Pages 1555-1556)] 
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Al-Imām Ad-Darimt (4l 4s.) [d.280H] said: 


“Do you not see, O Al-Marist, how Ibn ‘Umar (+e ail «+4 ) distinguished and differentiated 
between Adam and the rest of the creation with the Hand?! Are you more knowledgeable 
than Ibn ‘Umar about the interpretation of the Quran when he verily witnessed the revelation, 
saw the interpretation of it with his own eyes, and he wasn't ignorant about the dialects of the 
Arabs?” 


[Naqd Al-lmam Ad-Dārimī ‘Ala Al-Marist Al-Jahmi (pg. 93 and 94)] 
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Al-Baqilani says: 


"If someone asks, "What is the proof that Allah Almighty has a face and hands?', it is said to 
him, 'His saying: {And there will remain the Face of your Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.} 
[Surah ar-rahman: 27] and {[Allah] said, O lblees, what prevented you from prostrating to 
that which | created with My hands?} [Surah sad: 75], So he established for himself a face 
and hands 


If they say, "Then why do you deny that the meaning of His saying {I created him with My 
hands} is that He created him with His power or His grace" Because 'hand' in the language 
can refer to a blessing and to power, just as it is said 'So-and-so has a white hand,’ meaning 


a blessing, and it is said ‘This thing is in So-and-so's hand' and 'under So-and-so's hand,’ 
meaning it is under his control and in his possession. And a 'man of hands' is said of 
someone who is capable. And Allah the Almighty says: {We have created for them from what 
Our hands have made, grazing livestock} [Surah Ya Sin: 71] meaning by Our action and Our 
Power. 


And the poet said: (Whenever a banner is raised for glory... the right hand of a young woman 
receives it) So too, and His saying {created with My hands} means with My power or My 
blessing. 

They [the objectors] will be told: 


‘This is false, because His saying {with My hands} necessitates establishing two hands as an 
attribute of Him. If the intended meaning was power, then He would have to have two 
powers, and you yourselves do not claim that the Divine, (The Almighty), has two powers. 
So how is it permissible for you to establish two powers for Him? And the Muslims, both 
those who affirm attributes and those who deny them, are in agreement that it is not 
permissible for Him, (The Almighty), to have two powers. Therefore, what you have said is 
invalid.’ Similarly, it is not permissible for Allah to have created Adam with two blessings, 
because the blessings of Allah, upon Adam and others are countless. And because the 
speaker cannot say 'I raised something with my hands' or 'I placed it with my hands' or 'I 
entrusted it to my hands' and mean his blessing. Similarly, it is not permissible to say 
‘So-and-so has two hands,’ meaning two blessings. 'White hands' are only said because the 
word 'hand' is not used except for the hand that is an attribute of the self. 


Another evidence of the corruption of their interpretation is that if the matter were as they 
said, then Iblis [Satan] would not have been neglectful of that and of saying: 'What J- (fadl - 
meaning favor, virtue) does Adam have over me that necessitates me prostrating to him? 
You also created me with Your hand, which is Your power, and with Your blessing You 
created me.’ And in the knowledge that Allah (The Almighty) favored Adam over him by 
creating him with His hands is a proof of the corruption of what they have said. 


If Someone asks: 'Why do you deny that His face and hand are limbs?' Since you do not 
understand hand and face as attributes, not limbs. 


And the poet said: (Whenever a banner is raised for glory... the right hand of a young woman 
receives it) So too, and His saying {created with My hands} means with My power or My 
blessing. 

They [the objectors] will be told: 


‘This is false, because His saying {with My hands} necessitates establishing two hands as an 
attribute of Him. If the intended meaning was power, then He would have to have two 
powers, and you yourselves do not claim that the Divine, (The Almighty), has two powers. 
So how is it permissible for you to establish two powers for Him? And the Muslims, both 
those who affirm attributes and those who deny them, are in agreement that it is not 
permissible for Him, (The Almighty), to have two powers. Therefore, what you have said is 
invalid.’ Similarly, it is not permissible for Allah to have created Adam with two blessings, 
because the blessings of Allah, upon Adam and others are countless. And because the 
speaker cannot say 'I raised something with my hands' or 'I placed it with my hands' or 'I 


entrusted it to my hands' and mean his blessing. Similarly, it is not permissible to say 
‘So-and-so has two hands,’ meaning two blessings. 'White hands' are only said because the 
word 'hand' is not used except for the hand that is an attribute of the self. 


Another evidence of the corruption of their interpretation is that if the matter were as they 
said, then Iblis [Satan] would not have been neglectful of that and of saying: 'What J- (fadl - 
meaning favor, virtue) does Adam have over me that necessitates me prostrating to him? 
You also created me with Your hand, which is Your power, and with Your blessing You 
created me.' And in the knowledge that Allah (The Almighty) favored Adam over him by 
creating him with His hands is a proof of the corruption of what they have said. 


If Someone asks: 'Why do you deny that His face and hand are limbs?' Since you do not 
understand hand and face as attributes, not limbs. 


It is said to him: He does not like that, just as He does not like it, if we do not understand a 
living, knowing scholar except as a body. And just as it is not necessary, when He is 
self-sufficient, that He be a substance or a body, because we and you have not found 
anything self-sufficient in our perception except like that. So too, the answer is the same for 
them if they say: ‘Then His knowledge, His life, His speech, and all of His attributes must be 
accidents or general or created things or other than Him or a state in Him or something He 
needs, like a heart and a tool.’ 


[Kitab Tamid Al-awa'll wa-talkhis al-da'la'll, Page 295-298] 


When we're asked "what does yad mean? What does saq mean?" etc, this question itself is 
problematic, because if you're looking for a complete definition (ie a 4s) then that's not 
possible, since it would require having complete tasawwur the mahiyyah of the sifah. 


But that's not to say that we don't understand any meaning from those texts. By merely 
affirming these as unique attributes, we are already doing ithbat of an element of the 
meaning. 


Likewise affirming the ta'alluqāt of these sifat which are mentioned in the texts 
ie that the yad of Allah is an attribute by which He creates, grabs, holds etc, and that the saq 


of Allah is an attribute of His which He shows to the creation on the day of judgement etc, all 
of this is affirming some of the meaning of the attribute. 


And if you're looking for a definition of these attributes in any form which allows us to 
distinguish and do tamyiz of these sifat (without complete tasawwur), then these ta’alluqat 
are khawas which can be used in a definition (> =s). 


So the question is to what extent to we do ithbat of meanings for these sifat? 


You must understand that these words eg yad, saq etc are kulliyat (universals), which don't 
have any existence in reality except in the form of juz'iyyat (particulars). 


We as humans can only observe the particulars within our physical universe, so our 
conceptualisation of these words is ultimately based on how our minds derive share qualities 
between all the masadiq of this universal, which would be the basis for any given definition 


The description of Allah's sifat with these words shows that there is some form of shared 
meaning (so it's “4 44) but specifying the extent of thay shared meaning isn't possible, 
since we cannot observe Allah's sifat in the dunya. 


But what we do know for certain is that this sifah of Allah does not have any of the khasa'is 
of the sifah of the makhluq, and vice versa. Just as how the existence of Allah and the 
existence of creation has a shared element in meaning but unique realities, and we cannot 
conceptualise Allah's existence 


